	Rough outing for Norway

YOG: Both home teams lose Youth Olympic openers
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Slovakia got off to a wining start in the women's Youth Olympic tournament. Photo: Fredrik Olastuen

	LILLEHAMMER – The men’s and women’s tournaments of the 2016 Winter Youth Olympic Games began today, but it was a tough outing for Norway which took a 2-1 loss to Slovakia in the women’s game coupled with an 11-0 rout in the men’s.

Women’s tournament: Slovakia – Norway 2-1 (0-1, 1-0, 1-0)

Slovak forward Sylvia Matasova scored the game winner in the third period, giving Slovakia a 2-1 victory in its opening game against Norway in the 2016 Winter Youth Olympic Games women’s tournament.  

“We are all very happy to win this game, especially because we just came to the tournament and we wanted to do our best,” said forward Michaela Hana Hajnikova.

Norwegian forward Millie Rose Sirum scored the first goal of the tournament midway through the opening period, giving Norway some breathing room early. But Slovakia held the advantage in the shots count and eventually wore down goaltender Ena Maria Nystrom, starting with the equalizer goal coming from Patricia Agostonova in the second period.

Then it was Matasova broke the deadlock early in the third, scoring off a fat rebound given up by Nystrom following a shot from Alexandra Cornakova. The Slovaks held on until the final whistle before mobbing their net in celebration of a well-earned win against a tough Norway team.

“We played well but there is some room for us to improve,” said Norwegian captain Ingrid Holstad Berge. “This has been a great experience for us so far and we hope we can do better in the next game.”

Tournament hosts Norway will face the Czech Republic, who will open their tournament campaign tomorrow against the Slovaks.
	
	


